A doctor's

Ear-bite victim safe — and sound

microsurgery skills save a woman's ear after it was torn off in a dog attack.

by Angela Gregory

A woman whese ear was bitten
“off by o dog has had the torm Oap

reattnched an 0 delicate: four-hour
_operation using microscopic sue-

gﬁ?:_ls uniderstood o be only the
thind thme in 20 years that an cahas
been stccessitlly reattaelied in Now
Zealand,

This womin wits soiting out (o
pay her lost respects o her dead
mother when she was atiacked by a
large dog outsile o Manpone ouse.

Aliddlemore: Hospiind surzcon Dr
Charles Davis sl the 43vearold
wis walking ey on Saturday o
her aunt’s hotse, whare her mother,
whao was to be buried (that day, was
Iving in state.

Dr Davis said the woman, who
did not wiant to be identiffed, heand o
mrowling noise

“She saw a Lurge black dog rush:
ing towards hor antd a8 she rn she
trappedd over: The dog leapt on tap of
Her anid hitoff hatf her car”

D Davis said the dog dropped
thie car as it went 1o attack the
woman's sister, scratching her face
with its elnws bofore running off.

After searching the aren, mem-
Bers of the fumily found the cor,
wrappal iting cloth, and rushed the
shocked woman 1o hospital

Dr Davis said the e was badly
torn which mule reattmehment diffi:

cult
*There were bite marks on' the
oar, althoupgh it was not badly
‘chewed .1 tolid her the chance of
'-Eejlﬁtquaﬂ‘nuymtmhingherwwm

-

"Ears are extremely diflicult 1o
: reattach as they have only afow tiny
© hitoed vessels. i et .

‘But’ after . four-hour operation
. Dr Davis, who had not attempled an
“ear operation before, wis ablé to
_ claim success,

Using high-degree magnifi-
‘eation. he discovered just one tiny
blood viessel on the section of the car
~which wits ripped off:
 He stltched the car fap to the
sealp upside down fo get the blood
vessel elose tooan artery inthe

e S i
~ Dr Davis then painstakingly
;.Juilenul- ;hn.:hlqmil ?f.i'cs,sulis -u:lildur 3
- microscope, using nvlon threa
finer than uman haire
_ “Ithenloftit. . Iwentand Had a
“mgu{ e for about quortor of an
+ hour to make sure it workal™
. Onee Dp Davis confirmed bined
A L Lusck into the severcd
ear, he undid the tem stitches = -
. mP@mnFt__ 1 _!ll' P, Ty

formed 0.2mm wide blood  fully and his pationt was delighted.

ﬂﬂm@ L TShe s ahsolutely thrilled to

© togethr, } ; herear’ -
mfﬁ?whﬂlﬁ terday that the. '
| earattachment wats working beauti:

)eod fow, and the Woman wik k-

stop clotting.

ing blood thinning medication o

Decause the blood could Now
anly one way into ihe can through

thie new viessel, o small stal wound

f anachos tha earflap

:}Hadinal ear surgery

Middiemora Hospital, 9 am Saturday, Surgeon Charlos
Diavis 5085 Worean vwhe has had ha her ear

taen off by adog.

Wamnan biought inlo
sumery. O Davis

upsita down,
stitchg it o e

sealp io get tha
blocd vessols bnod
up Ly mylon
thread fner than
hurnin halr, the bicod
L vansgls ane joaned.
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il A ‘ :finutea

{ Dr Dinvs laaves ear on 15
TrEnUted 10 mako sure e
mr:e-cﬁoqhmlkmgnnd
makes a cup of fea.Once
bood ks confumed

¥ pumping imo seveded

placo, he undoes titchis

the jomed 0.2mem wida
iood wessel.

Pioco of par stitched
back onto the ear
ELT

Tolal operating time:
four hours,

was allowing i 1o drip out again
until new velns grow 1o inke the

Tilood 'nwn{;'
D Davi

gaid arteries and veins

and ratates (ha sararound | |

D Dierrzs wiorks Under a micmscope on
s proci of nar 1o fnd a suitable bocd
vessel Disoovers a tary vein a1 back of
datachod car,




